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Welcome from the editor…





MASARD Welfare Society is a Bangalore based NGO working to empower local communities residing in Bangalore’s slums.  Established in 1984, MASARD gives hope to orphaned and abandoned children, handicapped children from slum families and destitute elderly women.  MASARD also helps rural women and street vendors become self-sufficient through self-help groups and micro-credit enterprise.





MASARD is committed to maintaining harmony with the environment by employing renewable energy sources in some of our projects.  Through our very successful EcoLight program, MASARD provides street vendors and village women with solar powered lanterns.





MASARD has many exciting projects in the pipeline and in the coming months this newsletter will keep you informed of all our activities.

















Sai Baba Foundation Visits Ashanilaya





This month MASARD had the pleasure of welcoming two representatives from the Sai Baba Foundation, Dr Ramesh and Dr Ashok, to Ashanilaya orphanage.  Ashanilaya orphanage is situated in Egipura and was established in 2004 to care for orphaned and destitute children from surrounding areas.  Since 2004, Ashanilaya has grown to accommodate 21 orphaned children.  The orphanage is run by Elizabeth and is one project that is very close to the heart for all staff and volunteers at MASARD.





At Ashanilaya, the children have access to top quality education in a nearby school, computer training and the chance to take part in many other activities such as dancing, crafts and sports with children their own age.





In the coming years, MASARD hopes to improve the facilities at Ashanilaya and expand its capacity to house up to 50 children.  The Sai Baba Foundation is helping MASARD make this dream a reality by generously agreeing to support our work at Ashanilaya.  MASARD looks forward to building a long and productive relationship with the Sai Baba Foundation.                     	


    
































NEWS





Christmas and New Year at Ashanilaya





Ever year, MASARD runs a holiday program at Ashanilaya for the children who have no family with which to share holiday festivities.  The program runs from 25th to 31st December and includes a host of fun activities including dancing, etc, etc.  Also health check up?





MASARD would like to kindly thank all of our donors for their generous support this year and we wish everyone a happy and prosperous New Year.
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Farewell to Deike Wichmann





It is with great sadness that MASARD bids a fond farewell to Deike Wiehmann.  Deike, an exchange student from Germany, spent two months working at MASARD.  Deike was much loved, especially by the children at Ashanilaya where Deike spent countless hours playing with the children and helping the staff with their daily duties.





Deike is the second exchange student to visit MASARD through AIESEC, a global student exchange network.  Student exchanges help MASARD take advantage of the skills possessed by international students and gives incoming students the chance to learn about community development in India.  Our first overseas exchange student, Chie from Japan, started a MASARD project helping a group of street vendors.





Staff Profile





Each month MASARD newsletter profiles one of the many people at MASARD who work towards our goal of eradicating poverty in and around Bangalore.





Dr. J. L. Fernandes – Executive Director
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